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URBAN RESEARCH IS BECOMING HOT

Wang Huafeng
(Beijing Urban Ecosystem Research Station, State Key Laboratory of Urban and Regional Ecology,
Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100085)

Abstract In recent years, research on urban areas has gradually become “hot”. In this paper, the author
used the keyword “urban” to search projects listed on the official website of the National Natural Science
Foundation of China. He discovered that the number of subsidized projects containing the word “urban” is
growing, and that these projects are receiving increasing levels of funding. The author also determined
which research directions are becoming more common, finding that most of the recently-funded projects
concern people’s livelihood. A proportionately large number of funded projects are being undertaken in sci-
ence departments, particularly earth science departments. That urban studies are becoming “hot” is not

surprising, as the current times call for increased investment in projects focused on people.
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